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SERMON. 
II Conintutans, iv, 3.—But f our Gospel be hid, it is hid te 
them that are lost. 


This solemn declaration of the apostle was made with immediate 
reference to those who at that time heard and disbelieved the gos- 
pel which he and his fellow-laborers preached. Having mentioned 
the blindness of the Jews, who even unto his day, heard the Old 
Testament read with ‘a veil upon their hearts;’ he was naturally 
led to reflect upon the still greater and more criminal blindness of 
all such as remained in unbelief, under the luminous dispensation of 
the Gospel, and the instructive and convincing sermons of the apos- 
tles. ‘‘ We are not’”’ he writes, “‘ as many who corrupt the word 
of God—we use great plainness of speech, and not as Moses, who 
put a veil over his face.— Seeing we have this ministry, as we have 
received mercy, we faint not; but have renounced the hidden things 
of dishonesty, not handling the word of God deceitfully, but by man- 
ifestation of the truth, commending ourselves to every man’s con- 
science in the sight of God.” To whjch he adds, “‘ But if our gos- 
pel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 1n whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them who believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them.” 

The declaration in the text is no private interpretation, but ap- 
plicable to all men who pass their term of probation without a spirit- 
ual knowledge of evangelical truth. The doctrine of Christ is called 
the everlasting gospel: it is the same in all ages, and equally nec- 
essary for all mankind, as the means of ‘turning them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.” The case of all 
those from whom the gospel remains hid, is hopeless. 

But, what is to be understood by the gospel? From whom is the 
gospel hid? And why will those from whom the gospel remains hid, 
be lost? A brief answer to these three questions, will now be at- 
tempted, as necessary to illustrate the apostle’s words, and lay the 
foundation of a few reflections, suited to the present occasion. 

I. What is to be understood by the gospel? The apostle calls if 
‘four gospel;”’ meaning the gospel which he and the other apostles 
preached, and which they received not from man, but from God. In 
this same epistle, he speaks of another gospel; and to the Galatians 
be arrites, “‘I marvel that ye are so soon reMoved from kim that 
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called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel, which is not 


a il a nerve e 
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ.2’. There have been such trouviesome teachers ev- 


: ‘ tee! rc acest ies 1 4} 
er since, who have corrupted thesword of God, and perverted the 


gospel of God our Saviour. But it ts the true gospel which Christ 


taught and insp.red his apostles to preach, which it Is so tnportant 
for men to know, and which is hid from them that are lost. 

The term gospel means, good news The gospel is new 
or tidings, as it reveals what mankind did net, and co ld not learr 


from the fieht of nature; as the péculiar mode of the Divine Exis 


tence, the moral possibility of saving lost nen, t purp c G d 
to save as many as it is best to save, the inc: ition of the Word, 
or ‘God manifest in the flesh,’ and the resurrection of the bodies of 
all mankind, at the last day. The gospel is good news, as all its 
doctrines and precepts are good in th mselves, tend to make men 
good, bring good to such as cord: ally embrace them, and in all cases 
promote the highest good of the intellizent universe Phe apostie 
sometimes calls the gospel, **the grace ot God: Jt is, indeed, a 
scheme of Divine Grace. The liar doctrines of the gosp | umn- 
ply, that the law of God is good—that mankind ought to keep it 

and that they have all transyressed it, and deserve its curse, whi 


is eternal death. The gospel reveals the ‘ purpose which God pu 
posed in Jesus Christ before the world began, respecting the rv 
demption of lost men through his blood’—his ‘predestination of those 
whom he foreknew it would be most for his glory to save, to be con 
formed to the image of his Son,’ and his choice of them, from the 
beginning, unto salvation, through saictification of the spirit and 
the 


=? 
belief of the truth” The gospel teaches the necessity of 
new birth, arising from the tofa! nroral ¢ epravity of mankind by na- 


] 
ture, and the consequent impossibility of obtaining justification by 
works. The gospel inculcates the duty of exercising such impartial 
disinterested love, as the divine law ri quires towards 


and which is the essence of repentance for sin, faith in Christ, 


x0d and man, 


self denia], unconditional submission to the will of God, and indeed 
of every grace and every virtue. In a word, the gospel is ‘th 
grace of God which brings salvation, and teaches men to deny un- 
godliness and every worldly lust, and to live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present werld.’ 

II." From whom is the gospel hid? 

In answer to this question, it may be observed. 

1. The gospel is hid from al! those who never had opportunity te 
read the scriptures, or hear the word. : 

The gospel’ was originally revealed to men by the Teach- 
er se@mt from heaven, and by the Evangelists and Apostles, 
undef the immediate inspiration of hisspirit. But after the 
death of the apostles, inspiration ceased, asbeing no longer 
necessary, after the completion of the canon of sacred scripture.— 
Since that period, God has been pleased to communicate the 


knowledge of the gospel by means of the written word, and” 


the instructions of such as He has qualified and sent to explair 
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the doctrines and enforce the duties of Divine Revelation. Ali pre- 
(ensious to inspiration, or supernatura) suggestions, at this day, are 
to be rejec ted, a as fanatical and false. ‘TJ “hose who would now learn 
the truths and duties of the gospel, must search the scriptures and 
hear the word. “Those who hawe not access to at least one of these 
means of instruction, remain as ignorant of the gospel, as if God 
jad never revealed his will to men. These two means of instruc- 


tion gencrally accompany each other. ‘Where God sends his writ- 
ten word, there he usually sends his servants to expound and inev’- 
cate its doctrines and duties ; and where He sends his ministers. 
they bring with them the written word, translate it into the language 
‘the country, and do what they can to place it in the hands and 
commend it to the atte ntive and serious perusal of all classes. And 


though some may learn divine trnths by reading simply, and others 


by hearing simply; ae a saving knowledge ef the gospel generally 


omes by both. It is however certain, that from those who have 
neither read heard the word of God, the gospel is hid. 

2. The gospel is hid from all these who misunderstand it. Owing 
to the native moral blindness of our race, many who read the scrip- 
tures and hear preaching, entirely misunderstand the gospel. Some 


read the Bible without candor, and with a determination to find ev- 
idence of their preconceive d opin ns, rather than a desire to find 
the truth. Some read in a false translation, or one glossed with 
erroneons comments. Some hear the gospel perverted by those who 
profess to preach it: others hear plain and scriptural preaching, 
with prejudice and prepossession: ‘Ever learning, they never come 
to the knowledge of the truth.’ But, from all those, who misunder 
stand the peculiar and essential doctrines of divine revelation—by 
whatever means they may be biassed and blinded—the gospel is 
hid. To their eyes, the gospel appears distorted, and altogether 
different from the r¢ vality. It is ‘another gospel’ and not the real 
gospel of Christ, with which they are acquainted. ‘They re main as 
ignorant of thetrue gospel, as believers in the Koran. The more 
firmly they are fixed in the belief of their false views and erroneous 
opinions, the more completely is the true gospel hidden from thei 
a 
. The gospel is hid from all those who disbelieve it. Men may 
ead and hear the true gospel, and clearly understand its leadirg 
dratsin s and prec epts, while they have no belicf in its truths. T! hey 
reject it, as a ‘cunningly devise ‘d fable’-—an uninspired fietion.— 
From such the gospel is hid. And those who, while they assent to 
the inspiration of the scriptures in general, discard their leading 
and essential doctrines, are as blind to the real beauty and glory of 
the gospel, as avowed infidels. Accordingly, the apostle expressly 
represents the cespel as hidden from those who disbelieve it: “But 
if our gosnel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; in whom the 
vod of "this world hath blinded the minds of them that believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Clirist, who is the image of 
fsod, should shine unto them.’ 
It must be added, 
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4. That the gospel is hid from all those who hate and oppose it. 
This system of divine wisdom and grace, may be read, and heard, 
and understood, and believed, by such as feel opposed at heart, to 
all its essential truths aod self-denying duties. Indeed, the gospel! 
cannot be hated, until known and understood, if not believed: 
for how can ope feel opposed to that of which he has no correct con- 
ception? But from those whose hearts are disaffected with the doc- 
trines and precepts of the gospel, its superlative moral beauty and 
worth lie concealed. They have ‘closed their eyes,’ and ‘their whole 
body is full of darkness.’ The ‘things of the spirit of God are foolish- 
ness unto them,’ they see no form nor comeliness in the person and 
character of Christ, nothing desirable in salvation through his aton- 
ing blood, nothing to call forth praise and thanksgiving in electing 
love and renewing grace, nothing glorious in those wonders of re- 
demption, into which the angels desire to look. The real excellen- 
cy and worth of the gospel is as effectually hidden from them, as to 
any saving illumination, as from the most benighted Pagans. 

The third question remains, viz. 

IfI. Why will those be lost, from whom the gospel remains hid? 

The reason may be gathered from the following observations. 

1. The natural state of mankind is helpless and hopeless. All 
have sinned and transgressed the law of God, and lie under its aw- 
ful curse, from which none are able to deliver themselves by any 
thing they ean do or suffer; since present obedience is no more than 
present duty, and the desert or wages of sin is eternal death or 
endless misery. Being children of disobedience, we are all children 
of wrath. 

2. The gospel is the only appointed means of salvation; and that 
in two respects: 

First, it reveals the only ground of salvation, which is Jaid in the 
atonement made by the sufferings and death of Christ. God would 
be unjust to his own character and his moral kingdom, should he 
pardon sin without an adequate atonement: and such an atonement 
no being was qualified to make, but He, who is the ‘‘brightness of 
the Father’s glory, and the express image of his person.”” Hence 
Peter declared to the unbelieving Jews, in their own temple, (Acts 
iv. 11, 12.) This (Jesus Christ of Nazereth) is the stone (meta- 
phorically predicted by Isaiah) which was set at naught of you 
builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there 
salvation in any other: ‘‘for there is none other name under heavea 
given among men whereby we must be saved.”? And, 

Secondly, The gospel is the only appointed means of fitting man- 
kind for salvation. That men might be saved, it was necessary, 
not onlythat an atonement should be made to open the way for their 
pardon, but that their hearts should be sanctified to fit them for 
heaven, The gospel is adapted to sanctify the hearts of men, as 
all its ‘doctrines are according to godliness,’ and all its precepts ac- 
cording to the divine law. It is the great instrument in the hand of 
the Holy Spirit, of turning men from darkness to light, from the 
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power of.Satan unto God.’ The saved from among men, were 
‘chosen to salvation from the beginning, through sanctification of 
the spirit and belief of the truth. They are born again, not of cor- 
ruptable seed, but of incorruptable, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth forever—being begotten, by God, of his own will, with 
the word of truth.’ And as the gospel is the means which God has 
appointed; so we have no reason to think He ever uses any other 
means to renew and sanctify mankind and prepare them to partake 
of the pure pleasures and join in the holy services of the heavenly 
mansions. How many Infants, or Idiots, God may sanctify with- 
out means, it is not for us to say. But these who have come to 
years of understanding, He is pleased to sanctify by means: and 
he has given us no intimation of any other means, as appointed or 
used by Him, except the word of truth contained in the gospel. It 
was our Lord’s prayer for his people, ‘* Sanctify them through thy 


truth, thy word is truth: And it appears from the history of the 
world, that all other means of human device es turning men from 
darkness to light, from sin to holiness, from idolatry to the service 


of the living and true God, have proved altogether ineffectual. But, 

3. The gospel can have no saving effect upon those from whom it 
is hid. For though Christ is ‘ the ee for the sins of the 
whole world,’ and God m ay, on the ground of his atoning blood, 
consistently pardon all who are sanctified; yet it must be evident, 
that the gospel, holy as it is in its nature and tendency, can never 
be the means of sanctifying those who have never read or heard it, 
or those who misunderstand or disbelieve it. And as to those whe 
know and believe, and yet hate and reject the saving truths of the 
gospel, it must, manife stly, be a savor of death, instead of life, to 
the ‘ir souls, by ‘harde ning their hearts and ‘fitting them for destruc- 
tion, instead of preparing them for glory.’ 

Thus we see why those must and will be lost, from whom, during 
their probationary state, the gospel is hid: They are by nature in 
a lost condition, and the appointed and only means of salvation, has 
either not been used with them, or they have abused and perverted 
it to their own destruction. 

The subject before us, thus imperfectly illustrated, naturally ex- 
eites the following serious 

REFLECTIONS. 

1, What peculiar obligations to the distinguishing goodness of 
God, lie upon those who enjoy the clear light of the glori ious gospel. 
w hile multitudes of their fellow-men inhabit the dark places of the 
earth and are perishing for lack of knowledge, they possess the holy 
scriptures which are able to make them wise unto salvation, and 
hear that word of truth by which it pleases God to save them that 
believe. Surely the lines have fallen to them in pleasant places. 
The kingdom of God, with all its present privileges, and all its 
great and precious promises, is brought nigh them, and placed with- 
in their reach. This is owing to the sovereign goodness of God, 
who for wise and benevolent reasons, at present above human com 
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prehension, lath made them to differ from others equally needy, and 
not more unworthy. When one, thus favored with the means of 
salvation, casts his eye over the benighted regions of this world, 
and sees some still reading Moses, with a veil on their hearts—oth- 
ers turning over the absurd pages of the Koran-—and others search- 
ing for divine wisdom in the Shastor of the Brahman, or the Vedas 
of the Hindoo; if not void of gratitude. will he not exclaim with 
the devout Psalmist, ‘‘What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits towards me? I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon 
the name of the Lord. 1 will pay my vows unto the Lord now in 
the presence of his people.” 

2. What multitudes of our fallen race, are at this moment in im- 
minent danger ef being lost! It is supposed that far more than half 
of the human family have never scen a Bible, or heard the name of 
Christ. ‘Two millions of Jews, “‘ scattered and peeled,’ read the 
Old Testament indeed, but without the ke yto us spiritu 19] meaning, 
which they reject as a “cunningly devised fable:”’ they hear of 
Christ indeed, but only in the reproaches of their doctors, as a 
blasphemer whom their fathers justly crucified. More than a huo- 
dred millions of deluded men read only the Koran, and esteem Ma- 
homet as a greater prophet than Jesus Christ. An equal number 
lclieve in the “‘ lying wonders”’ of the ‘Man of sin,’ and receive the 
Scriptures only as glossed and wrested by the infallible Pope of Rome 

Of the hundred and twenty or thirty millions, who inhabit Pro- 
testant countries, in which the scriptures are acknowledged as the 
inspired and unerring word of God, many thousands remain willing- 
ly withont a copy of the sacred book, and many thousands more are 
unable to obtain the precious treasure. and still more thousands read 
and hear “‘the instruction that causeth to err from the words of knowl- 
edge.’ If to all these, we add those numbers, who, with the Bible 
in their hands and the trumpet of the gospel sounding in their ears, 
remain ignorant of the truth through the blindness of their hearts, 
or knowing the truth, disbelieve it, or believing it, hold it in anright- 
eousness, never having received the love of it, that they might be 
saved——how many will there remain, from whom the gospel is in no 
sense hid? O, what countless multitudes of our fallen race, for 
whom Christ died, and whom tke scriptures are sufficient savingly to 
enlighten, are at this hour, in imminent danger of losing their souls! 

3. How w2 ighty the motive set-before Christians, to do what in 
them lies to disseminate the scriptures of truth and publish the gos- 
pel of Christ! Itis often said, and justly said, that the gospel com- 
prises the purest systein of morals ever presented to mankind—tends 
in various ways to promote the pecuniary interests of those who are 
influenced by its precepts—raises the weaker sex to the rank and 
honor to which they are entitled——and gives rise to various charities 
for the relief of the distressed: all ths is true, and presents persua- 
suasive motives for the assiduous propagation of Christianity. But 
all this falls infinitely short of the grand, the absorbing, the over- 


whelming motive which the gospel itself presents, and throws, with 
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the weight of worlds upon the conscience and heart of every discipl 
of Christ.—*“‘ If our gospel is hid, it is hid to them that are Losr.”’ 
Those, who are destitute of the gospel are perishing for lack of 
knowledge; and if they shall ever see the light of divine truth and 
enjoy the means of salvation, it must be through the instrumentality 
of the benevolent eflorts and pecuniary sac rifices of christians, who, 
as stewards of the mysteries of God, are commanded to 6° inte 
all the world, agd preach the gospel to every creature,””’ How 
this motive must act upon the charity, the compaseies, and all the 
tender sensibilities of every intellige nt, benevolent christian! The 
souls of those who sit in darkness and the region and shadow of 
death, are as precious as our own. Suppose we were placed in 
. their situation, and they in ours; what may we suppose they ought 
; todo for us? Does it not seem as if they ought to make strenuous 
exertions and submit to great sacrifices, to send us the word of life? 
Should we not think them chargeable with cruelty in the extreme, 
.if through their negligence or perversness, they should leave us 
and our children to perish in ae e and sin? What then is the 
golden rule?—‘‘As ye would that men should do unto you, do ye ev 
ep so to them.” 

4. How amazingly inattentive the christian world have hitherto 
been to the all-important object of disseminating the gospel! Their 
conduct has too generally betrayed either infidelity in believing that 
those may be safe from whom the gospel is hid—or hypocrisy in pro- 
fessing to have the mind of Christ, while they cared not if their 
fellow-men were lost. How litile the nominal followers of Christ 
have imitated their Master, who ‘went about coing good; and 
though He was rich, yet for our sake became poor, thet we threvgh 
his poverty might be rich!” They could expend millions in prose- 
‘cuting murderous wars to satiate their ambitio yn, avarice or revenge 
—send ships to the ends of the earth for gold and slaves; but to 
send the Bible and ministers to their needy brethren, they had no 
resources. That a better spirit has prevailed to some extent, with- 
in the last thirty years, is matter of joy and thanksgiving. We 
— duly appreciate all that has been done by various societies in 

Europe and America. The Bible has been translated into nearly 
two hundred of the thousand languages spoken by men, and some 
millions of copies have been printed and distributed. This is welli— 
wonderful—noble! But still we must think that little has yet been 
done, or is now doing, compared with what needs to be cone, and 
might be done, if the spirit of Jesus lived in all bis professed disci- 
ples. Possibly three millions of dollars may now be expended an- 
nually by the Christian world, upon Bible and Missionary societies 
about one twentieth part of the sum annually expended. of late, in 
this country, for the purchase of strong drink, to corrupt the m¢ orals, 
and shorten the lives of the inhabits ants! an d yet we plead poverty 
and inability to furnish the funds needed to supply the destitute with 
the bible and preaching! Men and brethren, we need faith: we 


need love: we need ‘bowels and mercies!" 
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Under the former dispensation, the people could give about one 
fifth of their income to support the institutions of religion. Why 
cannot people do even as much now?—The Dissenters in England 
pay tithes to the establishment, support their own ministers, and 
contribute large sums to the Bible and Misionary societies. While 
our own abflity is the measure of our duty, let the example of truly 
liberal christians, provoke us to love and good works; and above 
all, the example of Him, who went about doing good, and who re- 
quires his servants to deny themselves, and take up the cross, and 
follow him. 

Finally, how deeply it concerns those who are made acquainted 
with the gospel, to embrace and obey it. They are among the lost, 
whom Christ came to seek and to save. He now furnishes them in 
his providence, with the means of salvation, and invites them to 
come unto him and have life. Let them not receive the grace of 
(sod in vain; for it will be more tolerable for the heathen, in the 
day of judgment, than for those who have enjoyed the light of the 
gospel, and ‘ hated it because their deeds were evil.’—Amen. 


A prevalent opinion tending to prevent the union of 
Christians.—An Extract. 


** OF all opinions, that which accounts for the diversity of relig- 
ious sentiment and practice, by the alleged obscurity and deficiency 
of Scripture, is the most hostile to unity, as well as most injurious to 
the character of revelation. As long as it prevails among chris- 
tians, present diversities may be expected to subsist. ‘There is 
neither the authority of God, nor a probable hope of success, to 
stimulate the advocates oi this opinion to exertion in the advance~ 
ment of unity. Their example must tend to keep all parties in 
countenance, and to prevent them from examining the grounds of 
their peculiar views. Men will not distract their minds with inves- 
tigation, which islikely to terminate in the same uncertainty with 
which it commences. Shall they be forward to encounter the odium 
attending change of religious sentiments, the resentment of a de- 
serted party, or the loss of worldly interest, in favor of opinions, 
which, after all, may not be more scriptural than those which they 
renounce? If once, men can persuade themselves, that those who 
hold two opposite views may be equally right, or at least equally 
blameless on account of their views, it will be no difficult thing to 
determine on the side of interest or popularity. The human mind 
has various ways of keeping itself in blindness, with respect to those 
things which it does not wish to see. If the scriptures are insuffic- 
ient to direct us in any thing, it will be easy to suppose shem defic- 
ient in any other, when it may suit our purpose. ” , 

“ The opinion to which we have adverted, having naturally caus- 
ed many to despair of complete union being ever effected among 
christians, expedients have been inveated to create harmony and co- 
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operation among all religious sects, and thus to exhibit a kind of 
union independent of views, of the nature of Christ's kingdom, 
and of every part of social order. This has an air of liberal- 
ity and enlargement of mind, and is therefore exceedingly popular. 
All parties may follow their interests or their prejudices in their re- 
ligious associations, if they will but make nothing of those things in 
which they differ one from another, and co-operate in some general 
plans of usefulness [hey must not disturb each other, nor prevent 
' 


the diffusion of the gospel, by disputes upon smaller matters.—This 
scheme is supposed by its advocates, to be among the noblest dis- 


coveries of modern times Ihey speak of themselves as a kind of 
religious Jlluminali, s iperior to the narrow prejudices of those who 


contend for a perfect rule of social duty.—The most complete proof 


of enlargement of mind and religious candor 


is to declaim against 
those who prete nd to kee Pp close to the ser ipture s.—Half a dozen 
sects, making a sacrifice of their peculiarities to show their union, 
in the main, would appear to be a more grateful spe ctacle to per- 
sons of these views, than to behold the same perfectly united in one 
mind in the same religious fellowship. If this cannot be justified 
from the scriptures, they can point up to heaven, and te ll us that 
the same thing takes place there 

This is the wisdom of man; and instead of producing real union, 
tends to retard that union which alone is valuable—a union founded 
in the knowledg of the will of God.”’ 


From the Boston Telegraph. 
HOW WE, CONGREGATIONALISTS, TREAT MINISTERS. 
Mr. Epiror, 

It is well known, that parishes, religious societies, and even 
churches, are sometimes fond of new things, as the ladies are fond 
of new bonnels. This being the case, it is not strange, that such 
societies or churches should sometimes want a new minisler. It 
used to be the fashion, to let ministers die, in the place where they 
were settled. But, this has become very unpopular. Ministers 
are not now, as formerly, very often settled for life; but, generally 
upon condition, that, either party giving six months notice, the pas- 
toral or ministerial connection is liable to be dissolved. Now, this 
condition, we think, answers a very good purpose; because, if, on 


— 


the one hand, we do not wish to go away, it makes us more caultous, 
and prudent, and careful to please the people , by smoothing off 
points, and preaching the truth in such sofé and accommodating 
terms, as that nobody can reasonably be offended, or be disposed 


l, 
, « 

Paul, for his imprudent plainness of speech. On the other hand, if 

any of us happen to have a louder call to go somewhere else, or an 

appointment to the presidency of a literary institution, we have 

nothing to do, but give the six months notice, and we are at liberty. 

lor, it is seldom the case, that any of us do not consider it our ime 


perious duty to listen to a louder eall, by which 1 would be under 
9 


~ 


to drag us out of the city, and stone us, as they did the apostle 
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stood to mean, a larger salary, or a more popular station. This, 
we very naturally consider, as a plain indication of Divine Provi- 
dence, that our usefulness must be greatly increased by a removal. 
For, who could not do more good with a large salary, ina populous 
place, than in an obscure country parish, with a mere pittance ?— 
We are not at all disposed, like the disciples of old, to go without 
purse or scrip ; for it must be evident, that any man, who is tmeltn- 
ed, can do more good wilh money than without. Jf we ure without 
*‘ourse”’ and ‘‘scrip,”? how can we build great houses, and line them 
with carpets, and furnish them with elegant sofas, and sideboards, 
and piano-forte s? We do not suppose, that James, and Peter, and 
their fellow apostles had their houses furnished in this style ; but 
they lived in old times, and, of course, are no pattern for us. se- 
sides, it is somet: 





nes necessary for us to take agencies, witha thou 
sand dollars stipend, that we may go about the country, and beg for 
the poor benighted heathen, and that the wants of the West, and of 
our destitute churches at home may be supplied. This we like very 
much. We would much rather beg for the heathen, than go and 


preach to them; inasmuch as we can travel at our ease, see the 
country, give directions to the churches how they shall dispense 
their charities, urge the di ty of relrenchment, while our goklen seals 
and keys are glittering to the eye « f every observer, and spread 
our fame far and wide, as prodigies of be nevolent exertion, while 
we promptly receive a liberal pay for all our operations. As for the 


old prophets and apostles, who were such fools, as to wander about 
in sheep-skins and goat-skins, in mountains,and dens, and caves of the 
earth, they kad the right todo as they pleased; but their benevolence 
will never apply to the dignitaries of the church, in the ninetes nth 
century. ie mean to make the preaching of the gospel, and th 


spread of the gospel, a pop tlar thine, and not to be oblived to meet 


and the other apostles. 


with opposition at every step, as did Paul, 
i | 





AS S ne : . r 
Mankind are making improvement in every thing else. ‘They are 


aving their steam-boats, and their canal 





' ' ' 
s, and their ratl-roacs, ane 





aimost every other invention, to facilitate their worldly operatior 
Why then, should not we make improvements in pre aching and pro- 
pagati rth Spe 


ihese notions in our heads, we have no fellowship or sympathy 


} 


or those old fashioned ministers, who endeaver to pattern after 





Paul, and the other apostles, in preaching the gospel. Paul was 
too much of a Hopkinsian to suit the genius and improvements of 
the present age. Some of us, in preaching, would think it no mor 
prudent, to quote ‘* Paul’s wish,”’ as expressed in the tel 
of Romans, and !eave it, as the ipostle did, to mean what | ter 


ally expressed, without note or cominent, than we should to assert, 
in so many words, that “ the sinner ought to be willing to b 
damned.”’ Indeed, some parts of Paul’s epistie to the Romans, 
Corinthians and Ik 
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founded, and nursed for many years by what were known to be 
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trines of the rospel, such as Divine Sovereignty, Decrees, Election 


and Re probation, as “‘in lk: but we always calculate to represent 
them as “‘slrong meat. Some of us, who have beer settled for 
years, liave not considered it expedient or prudent, in the ex reises 
of public worship, ever to read that celebrated, but obnoxious hymn 
of Dr. Watts, ‘*‘ Behold the potter and the clay.”’ Indeed, that 


hymn would seldom or never be a 


ppropriate, inasmuch as we czlcu- 
late to select hymns adapted to the subject; for, we never preach 
Divine Sovereignty, in that awful sense, in which it was preached by 
Christ, when “ they in the synagogue were filled with wrath.”— 
For this reason, one of us, a few years sin e, who undertook to im- 
prove Dr. Watts’ version, lefi out that part of the forementien¢ d 
hymn, which so awfully a: d strikingly teaches the sove reignty of 
God, as well as other entire hymns on the same s ibject.* ~ With 
such feelings as these, it need not be thoucht strange, that we have 
a peculiar antipathy to those ministers, wlio mean to be honest, and 
preach as Paul did. Accordirgly, we us every exertion in our pow- 
er to render them unpopular, ai d todestt y their influence. Inorder 


to do this,we wenerally ery out acainst them, ** They are Hopkin- 


) | 

sians!!’? This answers admirably. For there is not one tn fifty 
; - ; ; 

of our people, who knows what a Hopkinsian is. It answers our 


hey consider him a 


| 


purpose however, if, as we mean they shall, t 
‘ . és @ 39 
he skulls of infants, 


monster, who holds that ** hell is pave d with t 


that God ‘* has made a part of mankind for the sok purpose of 


damning them,” and that such part ‘‘ could not be saved, even 





J 


we know, (I mean, those of us who know any thing) that this is en- 
lirely fals - yet, we are never lis} sed to correct the mistake; be- 
cause, by so doing, we should in a measure, disabuse that class of 
preachers, and prepare the way for them fo be heard with candor. 
We should rather they would settle a 


We also calculate to rep- 


i 


“ 
< 


Sometimes we tell people, 
Unilarvan, than settle a Hopkinsian.” 
resent that class of ministers as opposed fo all benevolent erertion; 
and that their preaching is unfriendly to revivals of religion; that 


their congregations are like the ‘‘ mountains of Gilboa, upon which 


there descends neither rain nor dew.’ In this way, it is casy to 


make people believe, that they must not fail to get rid of sueh 
preachers; and by our influence, direct and indirect, many such 


preachers have been dismissed. 
If any persons have the temerity fo rise up, and siale facts, such 
as the following: That the ** Massachusetts Missionary Society,’’ 
1 1 
| 


vhich is the mother of all the charitable and benevolent societies ia 


the State, and which we have now, entirely in our possession, was 
is 

> 

and denominated Hopkinsians, that this class of ministers and peo- 


ple now give more, in proportion to their abilily, for benevolent ob- 


jects, than any others; that the senior Edwards, who dwell much, 


* See Worcester's ‘ 
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in his preaching and writings, upon those very heart-searching and 
heart-rending doctrines, which we now throw into the shade, was, 
perhaps, more blessed with the special influ lence of the Spirit ac- 
companying his ministrations, than any other of his contemporaries 
in N. England; that such men, as the elder Spring, and Niles and 
Saaford, and Strong of Randolph, enjoyed very powerful and ex- 
tensive revivals of religion; that Dr. Strong of Hartford, left one 
of the largest, most respectable, and flourishing churches in New 
England; that not less than three distinct seasons of special, and 
extensive revival, have been enjoyed in Franklin, under the minis- 
trations of the venerable minister, who has now resigned his pa- 
rochial and pastoral labors; that, in eighteen hundred fourteen, fif- 
teen and sixteen, a most general and genuine revival of religion was 
enjoyed and continued, in East Attleborough, for two years, under 
the instructions of a preacher of the same slamp; that there was a 
general revival of religion in Rehoboth, under the ministry of one, 
whom we have hated above all men, for his obstinacy and persever- 
ance, in preaching the fundamental doctrines of the gospel; that 
there was, a few years since, a very greal revival in Reading, un- 
der the preaching of one, who has always invidiously been called a 
Hopkinsian; and a hundred other facts of the same kind, which 
time and paper would fail to reeord; itis all to no purpose. It is 
perfectly easy for us to shut our eyes and ears against stubborn 
facts, which we do not wish ¢o see and hear; and, like the E phes- 
ians, in vindication of the “craftsmen,” and “ the image that fell 
from Jupiter,”’ we continue to reiterate, ‘‘ These are the men,whose 
congregations are like the mountains of Gilboa, upon which there 
descends neither rain nor dew.” 

By dint of perseverance, we have effected the dismission of seve- 
ral such ministers, who have been settled some fifteen or twenty 
years; and we have no intention, that they shall ever gain a resettle- 
ment. Itis our desire, that they may be passed by and forgotten, 
like the dead out of mind. If any vacant churches are disposed to 
employ a man of the above description, we just whisper in the ears 
of some of their leading members, ‘ He will not do for you; he is 
unpopular; he has been settled once, and dismissed; you must have 
a young man. If you will settle a smart, (we mean popular )young 
man, whom we shall recommend, we will help you all we can. It 
is true, you will have to give him much more, than some others, 
perhaps six or seven hundred dollars; but then, we will recommend 
you, as a “feeble church,’’ to the * missionary society,”’ and engage 
that a part of his support shall be made up from that sot ree. If, 
however, you do not hearken to us, we shall not afford you any as- 
sistance, and you will all run down.’ 

In this way, we succeed in preventing the re-settlement of many 
ministers, who, before the events of these haleyon “days of reviv- 
als’’ and “ benev olent exertions,’’ were considered very sound, evan- 
gelical and instructive. I am acquainted with seve ral such minis- 
ters, not less than six or seven, witbi in comparatively a small circle, 
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who have had some fifteen or twenty years’ experience in ministeri- 
al and pastoral duties, who have borne the burden and heat of the 
day, but are still sound and vigorous in body and mind; but who are 
for the most of the time, eul of employ. Still we continue to preach, 
with the utmost pathos, that we must have more ministers; the 
wants of the West must be supplied; the coffers of the Education 
Society must be filled; we must educate more young men; our va- 
cant and “‘ feeble churches”? must have pastors; and Christians must 
give more and do more, or the spiritual wants of this great people 
can never be met. 

Such, Mr. Editor, is some of our management, and the process by 
which we have gained, and mean to hold the ascendancy over every 
other class of professing Christians. In stating these facts, ] have 
had a sacred regard to fruth and honesly; and if anv one of our 
principal managers can look at the picture, and not see his own face, 


he has certainly no occasion to take offence. GAIUS. 


From the Boston Telegraph. 
THE SUPREME LOVE OF THE WORLD EXTREMELY CRIMINAL. 

The supreme love of the world is a sin which reigns so univer- 
sally among mankind, they seem disposed to think lightly of it, in 
themselves and in others, and even to applaud it as virtuous, rather 
than to reproach and condemn it ascriminal. It Jeads men to act 
so much alike, in their secular and even religious concerns, that it 
is difficult to discover more of it in one man than in another. And, 
at the same time, it prompts men to do a vast many things, which 
attract esteem aad respect. It makes some men isdestrions. It 
makes some industrious men rich. It makes some rich men kind 
and beneficent. A worldly spirit is admired and applauded by the 
men of the world. ‘They love to see one another seek and secure the 
good things of the world. He nce, says the Psalmist, “ Men will 
praise thee 2e when thou doest well to thyself.’ Men will praise the 
rich, ket them come by their riches by what means the ey will, Men 
will praise the creat, let them rise to greatness by what means they 
will. Every man who loves the world supremely, loves others for 
their supreme love of the world, unless their supreme love of the 
world interferes with their own. 

But, however venial or virtuous supreme love tothe world appears 
in the view of men, it appears infinitely odious in the sight of God. 
He views supreme love to the world as idolatry, He views the man 
who sets the world in his heart, as setting up an idol in his heart.— 
Whatever worldly object any person sets his supreme affection up- 
on, is his idol, which robs God of all the love, and homage, and du- 
ty, which he deserves and requires. Heart idolatry is the greatest 
and most criminal sin in the world, and most displeasing to God.— 
Chere is scarcely an object in this world, but what has been and is 
idolized by the men of the world.. No one of the ten command- 
ments is so universally violated as the first: ‘Thou shalt have ne 
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other gods before me.’’? Not only Pagans and Papists, but the whole 
christian world are more or less guilty of that idolatry, which is a 
breach of the first and great command. JInlernal idolatry is far 
more extensive, more criminal, and more destructive than exlernal. 
There are a vast many more infernal idolators, than exlernal. In- 
ternal idolatry reigns in the hearts of all unsanctified men, whether 
Protestants, Dissenters, or any other denomination of nominal chris- 
tians. Jniernal idolatry is far more criminal, as well as far more 
extensive than external. Good men may be guilty of some species 
of external idolatry. Jacob’s family kept ‘idols, Solomon, and 
other pious kings of Israel, winked at, and were guilty of some 
idolatrous practices. Idolatry very gradually crept into the Chris- 
tian church, and it was ages before the man of sin established it 
through his spiritual dominion. And it is possibie, that some among 
the Papists at this day, may be pious men, though they erroneously 
approve and unite in some idolatrous forms and ceremonies of relig- 
ion. But infernal idolatry, which consists in the supreme love of 
the world, excludes love to God, and is incompatible with vital piety, 
wherever ‘it constantly and universally reigns in the heart. It is, 
therefore, far more criminal than external idolatry. It is a sin direct- 
ly pointed against God, and robs him of all his glory. “Will a man 
rob God?” But every internal idolater does continually and con- 
stantly rob God; whether he casts off fear and restrains prayer be- 
fore him; or whether he calls upon him, while his heart is far from him. 

God sees, abhors and snake »mns all internal idolatry, as infinitely 
vile and criminal. God is angry every day with the world that lies 
in the sin of internal idolatry, and loves the creature more than the 
Creator. 

But the idolatrous love of the world is not only very general and 
very criminal, but, of all sins the most desiructiwe to the souls of 
men. The world is lovely. It contains ten thousand beautiful ob- 
jects. ‘These attract attention, and attention creates an habitual 
love to them. It constantly and insensibly makes deeper and deep- 
er impressions on the heart. And, instead of becoming a mirror 
to disp lay the perfections of God, and his great design in the work 
he is doing, it becomes a mask to hide him from the view of a cor- 
rupt and stupid world. The very objects which ought to lead men 
to see, to love, and to serve God, directly lead them to forget 
and forsake him, to their everlasting ruin. It is this idolalrous 
love of the world, that is the most prevalent and most destructive 
among men. It is every where alienating the hearts of men from 
God and every duty. It prevents them from having the gospel, 
from hearing the gospel, from understanding the gosnel, from em- 
bracing the gospel, and from obtaining eve rlasting life. It has the 
same fatal influence upon all classes of men, whether young or old, 
whether rich or poor, whether learned or unlearned, 

The supreme love of the world is rapidly turning philosophers 
into infidels, and leading them to turn their superior talents against 
C hristianity. The supreme love of the world has already turned 
most of the greatest politicians, all over the world, into deisin and 
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every species of infidelity. Supreme love of the world has a fatal 
influence upon ministers. It leaves them to adopt and propagate 
corrupt principles of religion, and to preach so as to please men, 
rather than God. Demas, having loved this present evil world, for- 
sook his fellow apostles, and neglected his duty. And too many 
preachers of the gospel are following bis pernicious example. 

Supreme love to the world has a fatal effect upon the rich, expos- 
es them to every snare, and to be drowned in perdition. Supreme 
love to the world stupifies, corrupts and hardens the hearts of the 
poor. It makes thousands thieves, or robbers, or pirates. Su- 
preme love to the world blinds and inf ituates the young, and turns 
their childhood and youth into vanity, and total forgetfulness of their 
Creator. Supreme love to the world is now con stantly and insen- 
sibly leading al] unbelieving and impenitent sinners in the broad road 
to final perdition. There is no sin, at this day, producing more in- 
sensible and fatal effects every where. It takes fast hold of the 
hearts of thousands and tens of thousands, and bars them against 
seeing God in his works, and hearing his voice in his word. 

Let those therefore, who would learn wisdom and obtain salva- 
tion, be instructed to turn off their attention and affections from 
the world, and place them upon Him, who made it, and is constant- 
ly governing it for the wisest and best purposes, SENEX. 





TO PATRONS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

The Hop ykinsian Magazine, which is so arranged, as to make a 
thick octavo volume in two years, completed its third volume, and 
sixth year, i 1 December 1829. It was then found ne cessary, for 
various reasons, cliefly of a pecuniary nature, to suspend the publi- 
cation. Owing to circumstances which could not be controlled and 


need not be detailed, the suspension has been longer than was an- 
ticipated. As to the expediency of resuming the work at all, there 
will no doubt be diff rent oO} inions. That there is incre asing need 


of a periodical publication, alike free from sectarian inGuences and 
ecclesiastical domination, open to a candid discussion of controvert- 
ed points, and not afraid to admit a statement and defence of any 
doctriae believed to be important and scriptural, we presume is the 
general sentiment of real Hopkinsians. ‘There are doctrines, be- 
lieved to be plainly taught in the sacred oracles, and lying at the 
foundation of the system of revealed truth, which the Magazines 
and Reviews of the day, in this country, dare not touch; while the 
religious newspapers, which have recently inundated the land, are, 
with few exceptions perhaps, either attached to some sect, or devot- 
ed to some particular subject. While we fully appreciate the val- 
ue of these wee kly papers, as vehicles of religious intelligence, we 


ment the sum of doctrinal knowledge in the christian community, or 


must be permitted seriously to doubt, their general tendency to aug- 


to increase a relish for those simple and essential truths of the gos- 


pel, without an acquaintance with which, religious affections will be 


spurious, and moral practice unsound. ‘There is need of a periodi- 


eal, which shall © ke ick nothing that is profitable,’ so plain as 


i 
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to be intelligible to the ‘unlearned,’ the great majority of the 
churches, and at the same time so cheap as to be within the reach 
of the ‘ poor in this world’ who are more frequently the ‘rich in 
faith.’ Whether the Hopkinsian Magazine has been a work of 
this kind, is for the christian public to judge. That it may be made 
so in future, is unquestionably within the means and abilities of its 
patrons and supporters. There are yet many in this favored land, 
who, believing the Hopkinsian system to be the truthof God, and 
deploring the deadly influence of the prevailing crrérsaf ty day, 
are able to wield ‘ the pen of a ready writer.’ WwW ewespecttully, but 
urgently, call upon all such, to improve the talent ‘which God has 
given them to use to his glory, and to come up to his help against 
the mighty champions of seducing error and selfish religion. We 
see not how they can innocently ‘hold their peace > in ‘such a time 
as this,’ when a denial of some of ‘ the first principles of the oracles 
of God’ and the dissemination of Antinomian and Arminian senti- 
ments in their stead, are, it is to be feared, inflating thousands with 
false hopes, and preparing them for an awful disappointment. 
TERMS OF THIS PUBLICATION. 

i. A number, containing alternately, 16 and 32 Octavo pages, is 
issued Monthly, without covers. 

2. The price is $1. a year, in advance, or $125, after three 
months. 

3. Agents liave every seventh copy gratis. 

4. Notice of discontinuance to be given one month before the 
close of a@ year. 

It is expected, that Letters to the Publishers, and Editor, 

will be post paid. 


Sf This Number will be sent to a few individuals who are not 
Subscribers. Such, if they do not wish to become subscribers, are 
requested to excuse our freedom, and, without delay, to return this 
Number to the Publishers, Marshall & Hammond, Providence, R. I. 
It is desired that each one will be particular to write his name on 
the Paper returned, that the Publishers may know from whom it 
comes. 


Postacre.—As this periodical is issued in sheets, without cov- 
ers, the Postage should be the same as on News papers generally. 


5cPayment in adrance would be very acceptable to the Print- 
ers, y and i is found by esperiee nce be less burdensome to subscribers. 
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